The Plan of God for the Coming Age – PART 1

Hebrews 2:5-8
Introduction:
A. An Hypothetical Question:

You have already proved that the Son is greater than the angels in His Deity. But, He became a man and man is lower than the angels. Is He still greater than the angels?

B. An Interpretive Question

Is Psalm 8 Messianic? i.e. Does the Psalmist have Jesus the Christ (Messiah) in mind as he writes?

1. Old Testament Context – There is nothing about Messiah there.
2. Jewish teachers - They didn’t see it as Messianic.

3. New Testament quote - The N.T. writer does not make it Messianic either.

We’ll see that as we look at the chapter.

C. Argument of Hebrews
God has not planned for angels to rule in the age to come. His plan is for men to rule in the coming age.
D. The Writing of the Psalm

David is in the pasture land with his sheep.
E. The Reading of the Psalm 8
“O Lord, our Lord, How ﻿﻿excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have ﻿﻿set Your glory above the heavens! Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ﻿﻿ordained strength, Because of Your enemies, That You may silence ﻿﻿the enemy and the avenger. When I ﻿﻿consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You ﻿﻿visit ﻿﻿him? For You have made him a little lower than ﻿﻿the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor. You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field, The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!
I. God’s Plan Instituted – 2:5-8a
God is the sovereign ruler.

He has a plan for the entire creation.
His plan is right on track.

A. Man Was Created – He Did Not Evolve
If someone thinks that the creation account is a myth, check out the rest of Scripture.
Genesis 1.27﻿
“So God created man ﻿﻿in His own image;”
Gen 5:1 - (﻿﻿genealogy of Adam). 
“In the day that God created man,”
I Chron. 1:1 - Adam is an historical person.

Romans 5:14

“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses.”
Matthew 19

“He who ﻿﻿made them at the beginning ﻿﻿‘made them male and female,”
I Timothy 2.13﻿﻿
“For Adam was formed first, then Eve.”
Hebrews 2:7

“You have made him ﻿﻿a little lower than the angels; He was made lower than the angels.”
II Peter 2:11 ﻿
“whereas ﻿﻿angels, who are greater in power and might,”
B. Man Was Crowned - ἐστεφάνωσας
Crowned as conqueror and ruler



Glory – Outward splendor



Honor – essential dignity

C. Man Was Commissioned – 5:8
﻿﻿     
“You have put all things in subjection under his feet.”
 [end of quotation]

Man was put in charge of everything.

Genesis 1:28

“God said to them, ﻿﻿“Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and ﻿﻿subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that ﻿﻿moves on the earth.” 
II. God’s Plan Was Interrupted – 5:8b

Then the writer of Hebrews writes, “But now ﻿﻿we do not yet see all things put under him.”
Under whom? Man! - Man lost the rule. 

A. What is the Evidence?

1. Man’s lust for power is the degraded remnant of this gift from God.
2. Man tries to rule by tyranny and cruelty.
B. How Did It Happen?

Satan took it away from him in the Garden of Eden. [It was probably a short time.]

C. What Was The Result?
1. In the case of man.

a. In his pursuit for power, he destroys his kingdom and himself.

b. He can destroy, but he can’t improve his kingdom.
c. In the process, he cannot subdue his subjects, but beasts, fish, creeping things defy him and destroy him.

2. In the case of man’s kingdom.

a. Satan and his fallen angels now rule.
1) The god of this age – 2 Corinthians 4:4
“But even if our gospel is veiled, ﻿﻿it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds ﻿﻿the god of this age ﻿﻿has blinded, 

2) The prince of this world - John 12:31
“Now is the judgment of this world; now ﻿﻿the prince of this world will be cast out. 

3) The prince of the powers of the air
“wherein ye once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the powers of the air, of the spirit that now works in the sons of disobedience; “
4) The accuser of the brethren

“for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, who accuses them before our God day and night.
b. God’s plan is still intact
1)  God is not saving the entire human race.
2)   He is taking out a people for His Name.

3)  Out of those, Jesus is preparing a group who will rule in His Kingdom. 

Revelation 2:26
“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, ﻿﻿to him I will give power over the nations— 

Revelation 3:21

“To him who overcomes ﻿﻿I will grant to sit with Me on My throne,”
In verse 8 “we do not see” ὁρῶμεν
This word for “see” means to look intently.

We look long and hard and we don’t see man ruling.

But we see Jesus, βλέπομεν - to see at a glance (verse 9). When we just glance, we see Jesus.

The Rest of the Chapter will Complete the Subject of: Jesus’ humanity in relation to His superiority over the angels.

God’s Plan Implemented 2:9-18
